











Black-market fish retailer fined $28,000 on paua and rock lobster
charges

Media Release: Thursday, 28 April 2005

A Christchurch businessman was convicted and fined a total of $28,000 in the
Christchurch District Court yesterday (27 April), after he admitted selling black-
market paua and rock lobster.

Peter Raymond Baird who set up fish retail businesses, World First Solutions and
Karatau Export Trading Company, was sentenced on two charges of possessing
paua and rock lobster for sale between December 2002 and June 2003. During this
time Baird sourced 753 kg of paua and 391 kg of rock lobster outside the Quota
Management System. This fish was then sold to a number of restaurants in
Christchurch, Queenstown and Auckland. The minimum value of these sales was
estimated at $48,000 but the defendant stated that profits had been minimal.

The Ministry of Fisheries investigation centred on reconstructing invoices, which
were supplied to the restaurants at the time of sale, and comparing these with
legitimate sources of fish. This proved to be a time-consuming exercise but when
completed revealed the full extent of offending.

Christchurch District Compliance Manager John Slaughter said the investigation
required a high level of commitment in analysing the full extent of the offending
and it was pleasing to see the court realise the seriousness involved.
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STATEMENT OF INTENT: ADDITIONAL SERVICES
2005/06: Fisheries Enforcement.

This 1nitiative introduces a range of innovative poaching and black-
market deterrence strategies backed by an improved
intelligence/analytical capability and strategically placed teams of
enforcement personnel capable of executing enforcement operations
on a much wider scaler than 1s currently possible.

Existing staff will complement this activity through the
maintenance of local focus and strategies, much as they do now.

A failure to act will mean that legitimate commercial export trade
will be under threat and both recreational and customary fishing
will become 1mpossible (as it already is in many areas).

(Specific mention 1s made of both paua and rock lobster in this
section).



